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Message from the Minister 
of Forestry and 
the Minister of National Defence 


Canadians consider their forests 
a national treasure. Forests cover 
two-thirds of our land base, pro- 
viding clean air, sustaining our 
ecosystems and wildlife, and offer- 
ing recreational opportunities. 
Forestry Canada is responsible for 
promoting the management and 
use of this prime natural resource. 
As part of this mandate, Forestry 
Canada offers its expertise to other 
departments of the federal govern- 
ment that have forest lands to 
manage and maintain. 


Canadian military bases across 


Canada contain nearly a quarter of 
a million hectares of productive 
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Honourable Frank Oberle 
Minister of Forestry 


forest land. The Department of 
National Defence recognizes the 
need to manage these vast forested 
areas effectively in order to ensure 
the protection and preservation of 
the environment. 


In 1979, the Department of 
National Defence (DND) and 
Forestry Canada signed an agree- 
ment that allows Forestry Canada 
to manage forest land on military 
bases throughout Canada. Today, 
this cooperative venture aids the 
Canadian economy, helps in the 
management of our greatest natu- 
ral resource, and assists DND in its 
overall land use planning. Few 
resource development programs 
cross federal departments so 
successfully, and with such far- 
reaching benefits for so many. 
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Forestry Canada and the 
Department of National Defence 


A COOPERATIVE 
PROGRAM 


Like the trunk of a tree supporting 
many branches, forestry supports 
innumerable facets of the Canadian 
economy. The forest industry is a 
larger part of the Canadian economy 
than mining, fishing, and agricul- 
ture combined. 

Forestry Canada works with provincial 
governments, the private sector and 
other federal government depart- 
ments, to promote and carry out for- 
est management on Canada’s 
forests. One example of forest man- 
agement on federal lands occurs on 
the timberlands on Canadian mili- 
tary bases and training areas across 
the country. 

In 1979, Forestry Canada signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Department of National 
Defence to cooperatively manage 
the 225,000 hectares of DND forest 
land. This brochure describes this 


cooperative management program. 


Forest Management Activities 

Military bases with forest lands gen- 
erally can be divided into exclusive 
military use areas, and forest man- 
agement areas which have restricted 
military use. These forest lands are 
managed co-operatively by FC and 
DND to achieve the dual goal of 


contributing to military require- 
ments while improving environ- 
mental quality and forestry benefits. 


TAKING INVENTORY 

Before any detailed planning 
is possible, the forest must be 
inventoried. 

1. Aerial photographs 
provide area and forest 
classification infor- 
mation and maps for 
planning. 

2. Further information 
on the timber resource 
is collected through cruising. 
Cruising is a forestry term for 
a ground survey to establish the 
volume of wood in a forest. 
Sample trees are measured and 
other data is collected on such 
things as: species, age, size, quality 
and potential use. This involves 
assessing age with an increment 
borer, size with a diameter tape, 
quantity with a prism, and height 
with a hypsometer. 

3. The ground survey data is com- 
bined with the map information to 
estimate the volume of wood on 


the area. 


DEVELOPING MANAGEMENT 
PLANS 

The inventory allows foresters and 
the military to develop a plan for 
the best use of the forests outside 
of high-use military lands. This 
Forest Management Plan includes 
environmental and 
wildlife concerns as 
well as harvesting 
schedules, access road 
locations, fire control, 
silviculture treatments, 
and forest renewal. 
These inventories and 
management plans also help DND 


in its overall land use planning. 


HARVESTING 

Harvesting operations are carefully 
designed to meet specific forestry 
and environmental standards and 
to improve the military use of 


the area. 


RENEWING 

THE FOREST 

After preparing the 
ground, seedlings are 
planted in the har- 
vested area according 
to the management plan. This 
starts the renewal of a healthy, 
attractive forest, while creating 


local employment. 


PRACTISING SILVICULTURE 
Forestry Canada follows through 
its commitment to manage 

National Defence forests 

with proper stand 

tending 


activities such as thin- 
ning, weeding, brush- 
ing, and cleaning. The 
brushing and weeding 
reduces the grass and 
shrub competition 
and promotes the healthy growth 
of young trees. Thinning removes 
undesirable or excess trees to 
allow the remaining trees to grow 
faster and larger. These operations 
help promote the fast growth of 
trees in DND’s forests. 
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Summary of DND Properties 


with Forestry Programs 
1988-1989 
Province Property Total Productive Timber 
Area Forest Harvest 
(ha) (ha) (m3) 
N.S. Debert 549 428 - 
Granville Ferry 1279 1 267 
Mill Cove 966 906 - 
2794 2 601 = 
N.B. Gagetown 110 593 58 544 78 533 
Tracadie 18 035 14 176 21 634 
128 628 72720 100 167 
QUE. Valcartier 19 288 16 230 1474 
ONT. Petawawa 54 282 10301 49 722 
Petawawa National 
Forestry Institute 9 869 6 093 4 350 
Borden 8 071 4255 0 
F222 20 649 54 072 
B.C. Comox 543 58 3 
Masset 678 425 “ 
Esquimalt 
(9 properties) 2399 1768 27 745 
Chilliwack 
(5 properties) 842 ol 2 
4 462 2 602 27 745 
Total All 227 394 114 802 183 458 
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Benefits to local communities 
near military bases 


Local communities and all Cana- 
dians derive benefits from this 
interdepartmental cooperation 


such as: 


increased employment opportunities 


increased economic activity 


healthier environment 
¢ for wildlife 
¢ for watershed protection 
* for people 


future supply of natural resources 
increased supply of timber 


demonstration of effective small- 
scale forest management 


Benefits of a DND-Forestry 
Canada Forest Management 
Program 


The 225,000 hectares of DND 
forested lands on DND’s military 
bases and training areas derive 
the following benefits from this 


program: 


immediate environmental benefits 
through: 

¢ visual screening 

* noise reduction 

¢ erosion control 

¢ wildlife enhancement 


grounds maintenance savings 


improved forests — vigourous 
forests are less susceptible 
to insects and diseases 


environmental impact assessment 


environmental remedies performed 


quality of training area is improved 


contribution to the local economy, 
particularly through job creation, 
and fostering sound forest 
management 


responsible management of 
natural resources 


reduced operating and 
capital costs 


increased government revenues as 
a result of better management 


Keeping Canada Green 

Today, Canadians must manage 
their forests to derive maximum 
benefits from them. We need to seek 
innovative and new ways to 
do this. The cooperative arrange- 


ment between the Department of 


For further information about the Forest 
Management programs of Forestry Canada & DND, 
or for additional copies of this brochure, please 
contact either: 


Development Directorate 
Forestry Canada 

351 St. Joseph Blvd. 

Hull, Quebec 

K1A 1G5 


or 


Conservation and Environment 
Department of National Defence 
101 Colonel By Drive 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0K2 


National Defence and Forestry 


Canada is an excellent example of 
such innovation. The demands of 
the military and forest management 
have been met and produce bene- 
fits for all. 
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